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SCHEDULE FOR KINDERGARTEN STUDENTS

Dear Parents/Caregivers of Kindergarten Students:

Welcome to Chief Tomat Elementary School.  We are looking forward to working with you and our new students in September! The following letter details what you and your child can expect during the first few weeks of school in September 2026. Our school district must follow the guidelines and recommendations given by the Ministry of Health and Ministry of Education. 

All kindergarten students are introduced gradually to the classroom times and routines.  For this "gradual entry", the classes have been divided into mini-sessions groups, which will be held during the first week of school.  Students will be with all the Kindergarten teachers, exploring each room, throughout the mini sessions.  This will give the teachers an opportunity to determine the best placement for each child's Kindergarten year.  Also, please complete the "Kindergarten Parent Survey" form so that teachers have all the information to help inform their decisions. 

We want to get to know your child and you as we journey together in their first year of school. Parent Teacher Conferences in October will be held on the same days as the other classes.  However, if you have information that we need prior to your child starting please let the office know and we will book a time to meet. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to call the school at 250-870-5127.  Our school office will be open beginning August 31st from 9am - 1pm. Email is best at  taneil.griffin@sd23.bc.ca, allison.zumbo@sd23.bc.ca or jennifer.adamson@sd23.bc.ca .

Tuesday, September 8th 
School year begins for everyone, except Kindergarten.  
Kindergarten Families join us for a Popsicle and Play at 3:00-3:30 on the playground. This is a meet and greet before starting school.

Wednesday, September 9th   Sign up for the time that works best for you (link will be emailed)
· Group A 8:45-9:45
· Group B 10:00 -11:00
· Group C 12:00-1:00
· Group D 1:15-2:15
· Parents/Caregivers will be asked to say goodbye to their child at the classroom door (back of the school middle window- a sign will be posted) – All students will arrive and leave from Ms. Robertson's room
· Please send your child with a snack and a backpack.

Thursday, September 10th   Sign up for the time that works best for you (link will be emailed)
· AM Group 8:30-11:00
· PM Group 12:00 to 2:30
· Parents/Caregivers will be asked to say goodbye to their child at the classroom door (back of the school middle window- a sign will be posted) – All students will arrive and leave from Ms. Robertson's room
Please send your child with a snack and a backpack.

Friday, September 11th (No need to sign up as all students come at the same time)
· All students attend in the morning from 8:30 – 11:00 am
· Parents will be asked to say goodbye to their child at Ms. Robertson's classroom door
· Please send your child with a snack and a backpack.
· Pick up will be from the exterior door of the gym

Monday, September 14th   
· All students attend in the morning from 8:30 – 11:00 am
· Parents will be asked to say goodbye to their child at Ms. Robertson's classroom door
· Please send your child with a snack and a backpack.
· Pick up will be from the exterior door of the gym

Tuesday, September 15th 
· All students attend in the morning from 8:30-11:00 am
· Parents will be asked to say goodbye to their child at Ms. Robertson's classroom door
· Confirmed class placements will be emailed to families by the end of the day (2:30 pm) on Tuesday, September 15th
· Please send your child with a snack and a backpack.
· Pick up will be from the exterior door of the gym

Wednesday, September 16th (In their new classes)
· First full day of school 8:30 am to 2:30 pm
· Confirmed class placements will be emailed to families by the end of the day on Tuesday, September 15th 
· Parents/Caregivers will be asked to say goodbye to their child at the classroom door
· Please send your child with a snack, a lunch, a backpack, and a pair of labelled running shoes to stay at school (no laces please).
· To help students practice lining up in the right place, students and parents/caregivers are asked to arrive and leave from their designated classroom doors. Teachers will have signs posted of where to line up.

To sign up for a time that best fits your family, please sign up via https://cte.schoolappointments.com/, starting Monday June 15th at 8:00 am. You will need a time on Wednesday and Thursday that works best for you. Then the Friday, Monday and Tuesday times are all the same for everyone. We will also send an email with the link for you to sign up.

If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact the school.  Have an enjoyable and safe summer.  
We look forward to seeing you in September!









STUDENT GROUPS FOR GRADUAL ENTRY SESSIONS

For the purpose of gradual entry, Kindergarten students will attend in smaller groups.  These groupings are not the final groupings for the school year – they are simply for the gradual entry process, which helps to introduce our newest students to classroom activities and school routines.  The calendar below outlines the gradual entry schedule.  As parents and caregivers, you will be able to choose, on a first-come, first-served basis, the group that your child attends.

	SEPTEMBER 2025

	Mon, Sep. 7
	Tues, Sep. 8
	Wed, Sep. 9
	Thurs, Sep. 10
	Fri, Sep. 11

	
Labor Day Holiday
	
First day of school for Gr. 1-5
11:00 am dismissal

No Kindergarten

Popsicle and play 3:00-3:30 on the playground
	
Group A 8:45-9:45
Group B 10:00-11:00
Group C 12:00-1:00
Group D 1:15-2:15

Sign up for your time via the emailed link


	
AM Group
8:30-11:00
PM Group
12:00- 2:30

Sign up for your time via the emailed link
	
Drop off at Ms. Robertson's Room

All Students
8:30-11:00

Pick up students from the gym

	Mon, Sep. 14
	Tues, Sep.15
	Wed, Sep. 16
	Thurs, Sep. 17
	Fri, Sep. 18

	Drop off at Ms. Robertson's Room

All Students
8:30-11:00

Pick up students from the gym 
	Drop off at Ms. Robertson's Room

All Students
8:30-11:00

Pick up students from the gym
	
First Full Day
8:30 – 2:30

Please send lunch and snacks with your child

Drop off in teacher's line-up and pick up at their new classroom exterior door

	
Full Day
8:30 – 2:30

Drop off in teacher's line-up and pick up at their new classroom exterior door

	
Full Day
8:30 – 2:30

Drop off in teacher's line-up and pick up at their new classroom exterior door





You are responsible for picking your Wednesday and Thursday Mini Session Times. The other times are all the same so we can see the best fit for your child and all our students. Please be sure to fill out the survey that was emailed out in the Spring as this information helps us put students in the best fit class. 

Thank you!

From the Kindergarten Team at Chief Tomat Elementary
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